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Context:  Moving Towards a NOAA UxS Program

• $4M in FY20 PresBud for NOAA UxS Program
o centralized, cost-effective support within 

OMAO
o standardized safety, training, inspections, 

operational reviews
o support acquisition, ops, and maintenance to 

ensure Fed compliance and meet NOAA 
requirements

• Builds on bipartisan Cong. actions, e.g. 
Commercial Engagement Through Ocean 
Technology Act of 2018 (CENOTE)

• Underpins a NOAA goal to increase economic 
contributions of the Blue Economy 



Building Blocks
NOAA UxS Roadmap (2015)

NOAA UAS Policy and Handbook

UAS and UMS Symposium Proceedings

Current Systematic UxS Operations:

Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS)

Office of Coast Survey Unmanned Strategy

NOAA and Partner Facilities



Key Driver
S. 2511 - Commercial Engagement Through 
Ocean Technology Act of 2018 (CENOTE)

Requires OMAO and OAR to lead NOAA 
coordination of research, assessment & 
acquisition

Requires NOAA to coordinate with the Navy, 
academia, industry 

Authorizes co-location of NOAA, Navy, academia



Update: since May 1st

• OMAO’s Charles “Charly” Alexander detailed to Adm Galluadet
to support developing a NOAA UxS Strategy

• Two products targeted for completion by Sept 30:

o NOAA UxS Strategy Paper

o NOAA UxS Implementation Plan

• Draft outline for Strategy Paper w/Goals, Objectives completed

• 30+ NOAA SMEs recruited as writing team (inc. UxS EOB)

• Draft narrative for Strategy Paper in progress



Strategy Paper

• 6 - 10 pg narrative describing NOAA vision, goals, and supporting 
objectives

• First draft in progress - final anticipated by Sept 30

Implementation Plan

• Detailed plan based on Strategy Framework (goals/objectives) 
looking out at least 36-months

• Will include milestones/resource requirements, and will be scalable 

• Target completion Sept 30

Two-part Planning Process



Conclusion: where we’re headed
by establishing a NOAA UxS Program consistent with CENOTE, NOAA will:

 Consolidate core functions to ensure an efficient organizational 
structure to advance UxS across the agency.

 Advance research and innovation at NOAA by using UxS.

 Accelerate UxS Research-to-Operations.

 Strengthen and expand UxS partnerships inside and outside of NOAA.

 Promote a NOAA workforce that is proficient in all aspects of UxS.

 Transform the agency by exponentially increasing its capability and 
efficiency through use of UxS in virtually every NOAA mission area.
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