TSTAP Statement on Funding Cuts to the NTHMP

The National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation Program (NTHMP), a part of the
National Weather Service’s Tsunami Program, is a coordinated U.S. federal,
state, and territory effort to mitigate the impact of tsunamis through public
education, community preparedness and mitigation activities, hazard
assessment, and warning and response coordination.
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TSTAP Statement on Funding Cuts to the NTHMP

 In April 2024 the TSTAP became aware that the NWS had informed
NTHMP partners that one-third ($2M of $6M) of FY24 grant funding was
being diverted to support the development of a common analytical system
(CAS) for the two Tsunami Warning Centers (TWCs).

 The NWS indicated that this reduction in funding is set to continue into
FY25 and possibly beyond.

« The NTHMP is vital to the end-to-end Tsunami Program.

Areas of responsibility in NOAA/NWS’s Tsunami Program
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TSTAP Statement on Funding Cuts to the NTHMP

 The 2021 TSTAP Report and Recommendations Concerning
Tsunami Science and Technology Issues for the United States
outlined eight overarching topical recommendations and 22 task-
related sub-recommendations that addressed existing issues or
gaps in NOAA's Tsunami Program.

 NOAA concurred in its response, that nearly half of the 22
recommendations should be addressed by or with the assistance
of the NTHMP.

Tsunami devastation Sendai, Japan in 2011,
= LA Times. The U.S. faces similar large,
local tsunami threats where state and local
preparedness efforts, funded by NOAA-
NTHMP grants, are most effective at
protecting lives.
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https://sab.noaa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/TSTAP-Report_Oct2021_Final_withCoverandLetter.pdf

TSTAP Statement on Funding Cuts to the NTHMP

The TSTAP believes that a reduction in NWS support to the
NTHMP would:

* Reduce the capacity of the NTHMP to address the
recommendations from the TSTAP’s 2021 report.

« Reduce the capacity of NTHMP-funded partners to support
NOAA's overall mission to protect people, property and critical
infrastructure.

« Impact long-term continuity in life and safety measures, which
are especially critical during catastrophic local-source tsunamis.

* Negatively impact NTHMP-led efforts in all aspects of NOAA's
end-to-end tsunami program, including preparedness,
education, and mitigation efforts.
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TSTAP Statement on Funding Cuts to the NTHMP

The TSTAP wishes to support the NTHMP and therefore
has written a statement that recommends that the NOAA
Administrator reconsider NOAA’s decision to reduce
support for the NTHMP and its partners in current and
future fiscal years.
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