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• Looked at geologic evidence of an earthquake 
along the Seattle fault zone in the year 923–924 
CE. This earthquake uplifted a block of land 
between what is now West Seattle and Bainbridge 
Island and generated a large tsunami. This source 
is a significant threat for Seattle and Puget Sound.

• Met with locals on the island who were able to 
learn from TSTAP experts and local emergency 
managers and shared some of the challenges in 
receiving information about tsunami hazards, 
alerting, and potential mitigation options.

• We gained an indelible impression of the hazards 
of a future tsunami event in a complicated 
waterway that is criss-crossed by faults, far 
outside the typical subduction zone tsunami 
setting that the TWCs routinely alert on (Note: 
this issue is further explained in the TSTAP White 
Paper). 





• NWS Director Ken Graham included the Tsunami Program among his top 10 initiatives requiring priority 
attention. Ms. Allen described the work of the Tsunami “Ken’s 10” group that she is leading.

• Working to achieve a single common organizational chain of command for the TWCs and tsunami program 
and to provide a common layer of analytic guidance.

• Several contracts for Tsunami Program improvements have been awarded. 

1) Redesign of tsunami.gov

2) Social science to look at the language used in tsunami watches, warnings, and advisories

3) Addressing information technology vulnerabilities at both tsunami warning centers

• Developing and implementing the AWIPS Tsunami Operations Messaging Service (ATOMS) which will 
harmonize tsunami alerting between both TWCs is planned for launch and completion in FY25 (Note: NOAA 
Response indicated delivery in FY24.)

• Scoping for what would constitute the Common Analytical System (CAS) has been done, with the hope the 
CAS will be ready by FY26 if resources permit.
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